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Urban Development from the Perspective of Configuration
—Based on fsQCA Method
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Abstract: As a soft system, business environment is an important force to promote urban development, but how to
combine its various elements to enable high-quality urban development is a realistic problem to be studied. Based on the
two perspectives of configuration and system, this paper uses the qualitative comparative analysis method to explore the
complex causal mechanism of 36 cities in China. The research finds that there are three combination paths for business
environment to promote high-quality urban development, namely, human-finance oriented, human-investment oriented and
resource-government oriented, there are four paths leading to the low-quality urban development, and the path results have
significant causal asymmetry. The research conclusion reveals the relationship between business environment and urban
development, which has important theoretical and practical significance for the choice of urban development path and the
formulation of relevant policies.
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