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Development Status of WTO/TBT Thematic Session and
Countermeasures Analysis of China’s Participation
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(1. China National Institute of Standardization; 2. Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation )

Abstract: Thematic Session of WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO/TBT) is the preliminary
discussion meeting attended by WTO members and other stakeholders during the Regular Session of TBT Committee,
aiming at promoting the improvement of TBT agreement and the introduction of Relevant Decisions. The Thematic
Session is of great significance for the implementation of the TBT agreement for WTO members and the cooperation
of TBT regulation among WTO members. However, due to many factors, the effectiveness and international influence
of China in participating in the Thematic Session are well below expectations. Therefore, this paper summarizes the
mechanism origin, speech content and evolution characteristics of the WTO/TBT Thematic Session, carries out typical
case studies, comparatively analyzes China’ s overall participation in Thematic Session and the relevant challenges,
and gives suggestions on how to improve China’ s TBT work by taking Thematic Sessions as the starting point.
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