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A Preliminary Study on the Evaluation of Urban High-quality
Development and Spatial Correlation Between the Central
Area of the Yangtze River Delta
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Abstract: This paper evaluates the comprehensive city quality development level based on the quality data of
27 central cities in the Yangtze River Delta from 2017 to 2019, and uses the modified traditional gravity model to
measure the spatial connection strength of central cities. The result shows that: the different degrees of urban quality
development of the Yangtze River Delta are areas of infrastructure, science and technology industries, public services,
and ecological environment in a descending order. As the central city of the Yangize River Delta urban agglomeration,
Shanghai ranked the first in the comprehensive evaluation from 2017 to 2019, and takes a significant lead in areas
of infrastructure and public services, and the strength of the relationship between Shanghai and the central cities in
the Yangtze River Delta region is strengthening; the cities in the central areas of Anhui province have relatively high
scores in the comprehensive evaluation of quality development in areas of science and technology innovation; the score
of quality development of ecological environment in the central cities of Zhejiang province is high, and the degree of
correlation between Nanjing and other cities in Jiangsu province increases comparing with other provincial capitals.
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